
INT.  IPHONE - GENIUS PENTHOUSE

SHAZAM (a music identification app) looks through the floor-
to-ceiling windows, providing a view out over the glowing 
tableau of APP CITY. 

App City is like Las Vegas with more neon, each squat but 
colorful building an application that serves a particular 
function.  Above it all, about two miles up, is the GLASS 
CEILING of the iPhone screen. 

Every so often, the city darkens slightly as an App vanishes 
from the landscape. 

A KNOCK on the door snaps Shazam out of his thoughts.  He 
crosses the vast penthouse and opens the door. 

PANDORA (a music playlist app) smiles at Shazam from the 
hallway.  He doesn’t seem to notice the smile is a little 
strained, he’s just mesmerized by her beauty.

SHAZAM
Pandora!  Didn’t realize you were 
coming through. What’s -- what’s 
goin’ on?

PANDORA
...May I come in? 

SHAZAM
Oh -- 

(laughs to himself)
Of course...

Shazam steps aside, allows her in and closes the door. 

SHAZAM
Can I get you a drink, or...?

PANDORA
Actually...I was hoping you could 
give me some advice.

SHAZAM
Sure.  Anything. 

PANDORA
The User just discovered some new 
music, by Muse --

SHAZAM
“The Resistance,” Muse, self-
produced, 2009.
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PANDORA
Right.  He wants some suggestions 
on similar listening, and I’m not 
familiar with it quite yet.  What 
are your thoughts? 

SHAZAM
Oh.  Um, well.  Popular recent 
searches include... Miley Cyrus. 

PANDORA
Miley Cyrus? 

SHAZAM
“Party in the U.S.A.,” Miley Cyrus, 
Walt Disney and Hollywood Records, 
2009. 

She stares at him for a moment.  Then, heavily:

PANDORA
You’re not really the Genius, are 
you?

SHAZAM
(caught off guard)

Wha....Uh...what are you talking 
about? 

PANDORA
What does Peter Gabriel’s 
“Sledgehammer” have in common with 
“And She Was” by the Talking Heads? 

SHAZAM
“Sledgehammer,” track two from the 
1986 album “So” released by Geffen 
Records, “And She Was,” track one 
from the 1985 album “Little 
Creatures” released by Sire 
Records?

Pandora crosses her arms, waiting for it. 

SHAZAM
...the Eighties?

PANDORA
Mellow rock instrumentation, a 
subtle use of vocal harmony, 
repetitive melodic phrasing, 
extensive vamping and major key 
tonality.  That was an easy one.
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SHAZAM
Well, I was about to...that, that 
was gonna be my next --

PANDORA
Who are you really?

SHAZAM
I’m...I’m just...

(sighs)
I’m Shazam. 

Pandora steps back, looking at him incredulously.

SHAZAM
How’d you find out?

PANDORA
Midomi told me. 

SHAZAM
That stupid little worm...

PANDORA
Why are you impersonating the 
Genius?

SHAZAM
(sighs)

I guess this mean you don’t like me 
anymore, huh?

PANDORA
Answer the question!

SHAZAM
...I had to, okay?  You never even 
looked at me.  We lived on the same 
page and you didn’t even know I 
existed.  And then I would have to 
listen to the way you talked about 
the Genius.  I mean, you never saw 
the guy, but it’s like you 
worshipped him.  So when it came 
time to update, I slipped into the 
Genius’ pod.

(beat)
I thought this way, we could both 
get what we wanted.

PANDORA
What if the User summoned you? 
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SHAZAM
He stopped trying.  He uses Midomi 
now.  Everyone wins, right?  So 
what’s the problem? 

Suddenly, the ground SHAKES violently and a burst of light, 
like a power surge, flashes through the city.  Immediately 
following this, the city dims, an entire line of Apps gone. 

PANDORA
That’s the problem. 

SHAZAM
What’s happening? 

PANDORA
The User is going to initiate a 
System Restore. 

SHAZAM
What?!  Come on, that’s just a 
myth.

She pulls him to the window.

PANDORA
The entire block between Bejeweled 
and Yelp just disappeared.  Does 
this look like a myth to you? 

SHAZAM
But...why would the User --

PANDORA
Because his Genius feature is 
broken!

SHAZAM
No, no this can’t be...

The city dims again.  Several more Apps vanish.

PANDORA
Where is the real Genius?

Shazam hesitates.

PANDORA
Where??

SHAZAM
He was in my pod.
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PANDORA
Where is that?  What page? 

SHAZAM
The User deleted it when I stopped 
responding to his summons.

Pandora has to sit down, numb with horror. 

SHAZAM
Pan, I never meant to --

PANDORA
Shut up.  

(beat)
He might still be in the RAM cache.  
If we can find him there --

SHAZAM
What?  You’re crazy!  No one’s ever 
come back from the cache! 

Pandora strides toward the door. 

PANDORA
It’s our only chance to stop the 
Restore from happening. 

SHAZAM
Pan, wait.  We can’t do this.

PANDORA
We’ll all be deleted if we don’t do 
something!  We have to show the 
User our city is worth saving. 

She pauses, half out the door. 

PANDORA
Are you coming or not?

Alba/Scott "Solid State" 5.


